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SOUTH EAST REGION



 
Issued by OCNSER Kent Office and relating to courses previously accredited by OCN Kent & Medway
A Guide to OCNKM Maths Level 1 & 2 Programmes 2005-06


Please note these programmes replace all previous versions of the OCNKM Maths Level 1 & Level 2 Programmes. Students who have already gained units from the old programmes and are carrying forward units into 2005-06 will be able to gain the local OCNKM Level 2 (a.k.a GCSE Equivalent) by special arrangement between the Centre and the OCN.

A) Options for Delivery in 2005-06

1. Leading to a Section 96/97 Qualifications Outcome using the NOCN Level Two Award for Progression (QCA Accreditation Number 100/4966/6)

What does the Progression Qualification Option Consist of? 

The existing OCN units within the Intermediate Maths Course are locally accredited units and as such are classed as ‘other provision’ for funding purposes if offered as a stand alone course. The revised OCN Intermediate Maths Course offers alternative units drawn from the NOCN Level Two Award for Progression which will make up a full qualification outcome. The list of unit titles and codes etc are identified later in this guidance (Table 1).

Successful achievement of the QCA approved NOCN Level Two Award for Progression consists of any 12 credits gained from the QCA approved units within the Core or Optional set of units. To achieve the locally approved Intermediate Maths Course (often referred to as the GCSE equivalent) the 12 unit credits must come from the Core. A Level One version of the NOCN Award for Progression is also available (9 credits required at Level One) for learners who are not able to achieve the Level Two Award (see Table 2 below).
When to use the Progression Qualification Option
Centres might decide to use this option when they are seeking to offer the course as a stand alone programme and wish to attract LSC funding which is not categorised as ‘other provision’.

How to Register the Qualification Option
The Intermediate Maths Course will be the local title of the course but it should be registered on the student ILR using the title NOCN Level Two Award for Progression and the QCA Accreditation number 100/4966/6. The NOCN Level One Award for Progression QCA Accreditation number is 100/4963/0. The qualifications can be found on the Learning Aims Database and the appropriate number of guided learning hours using load-bands should be allocated (its recommended glh is 120 hours for L2 and 90 glh for Level 1).

Be sure to let the OCN know that your Centre will be registering the learners for the NOCN Level Two Award for Progression so that the appropriate qualifications procedures and registrations can be followed through.
2. Leading to an externally certificated course counting as ‘other provision’ for funding

Where a centre is able to claim ‘other provision’ funding for the course it can be offered without registering for the NOCN Level Two Award for Progression. In this case the Centre generates its own course code using the standard OCN codes for submission to LSC. Successful achievement is based on 12 credits from any permitted combination of units as outlined below which lead to the award of the local Intermediate Maths Course.
If this option is chosen the OCN would strongly recommend that learners be offered the opportunity to take the national adult numeracy test as Level 2.

3. As a part of the GLH within an Access to HE Course

In this option the teaching is funded out of the income received by a Centre for its Access to HE provision and no separate stand alone funding is claimed. Centres can choose any permitted combination of units as outlined below which lead to the award of the local Intermediate Maths Course


B) Using the Intermediate (GCSE Equivalent) OCN Maths
The OCNKM Intermediate Maths Course was originally designed to meet the requirements of HE Admissions for entry by Access to HE students onto specific degree programmes.

The OCN is in the process of re-circulating the revised Maths Course to HEIs in Kent for re-confirmation of its status as fulfilling the entry requirements for a range of HE courses.

The Course currently meets the requirements for entry on to Initial Teacher Training Courses (but not for Qualified Teacher Status once training has been completed). It is also accepted as satisfying entrance requirements for a range of other courses including nursing, social work and social sciences. However HEIs do make individual offers and operate specific unit requirements for selected courses (e.g. Psychology at University of Kent)

The OCN will circulate further details later in 2005.


C) Assessment Regulations

For the NOCN Level 2 & Level 1 Awards for Progression please consult the relevant Qualification Handbooks for details. There are no external assessments. Achievement is internally assessed and externally moderated.

For achieving the OCN Intermediate Maths Course (using either the NOCN Level 2 Progression Award or the locally accredited units): Learners should experience time constrained assignments (phase tests, short exams) as part of their experience on this programme. As a minimum there should be one time constrained assignment which relates to one or more of the units in the programme. No minimum length for these time constrained assignments is set but it is expected that at least 2 hours of such tests should contribute to the final assessment.
All standard NOCN guidance re Internal Moderation, requests for special considerations etc apply to this course.

Unit Specifications

Unit specifications are available as separate downloads from the OCNKM website or on CDROMs from the OCN.
Table 1: Level Two Units
	Unit Title
	Level 
	Credits
	QCA Code
	NOCN Code
	Equivalency Assessment

	Core for Equivalency Status
	Learners needing an OCN Level 2 in Maths (e.g. for entry to HE course) must achieve all 4 units in the core section. Where a learner does not require the OCN Level 2 in Maths but does wish to gain an NOCN Progression Qualification any 12 unit credits are needed from the QCA accredited units across the Core and Optional sections.

	Understanding Common Measures and Shape
	Two
	3
	R/103/0145
	HD4/2/QQ/009
	

	Understanding Data Handling and Probability
	Two
	3
	Y/103/0146
	HD4/2/QQ/010
	

	Using Algebra and Graphs
	Two
	3
	R/103/0159
	HD4/2/QQ012
	Phase/Testing required for the vast majority of assessment criteria in learning outcomes 1-3

	Using Calculations


	Two
	3
	J/103/0160
	HD4/2/QQ/013
	Phase/Testing required for the vast majority of assessment criteria in learning outcomes 1-6

	Optional Units – may be taken to meet HEI requirements etc.
	
	
	
	
	

	Numeracy in Context – Planning a Mathematical Project
	Two
	3
	T/103/0137
	HD4/2/QQ/008
	

	Personal Budgeting & Money Management
	Two
	3
	A/103/0138
	HE1/2/QQ/001
	

	Understanding Shape Using Pythagoras and Trigonometry
	Two
	3
	T/103/0154
	HD4/2/QQ/011
	

	Additional Algebra


	Two
	3
	n/a
	RB32KM005
	These units without QCA codes are local OCN units and cannot  be used to contribute to the NOCN Progression Qualifications. They may be achieved as additional units to meet local HEI entry requirements.

	Additional Data Handling & Statistics


	Two
	3
	n/a
	RB72KM004
	These units without QCA codes are local OCN units and cannot  be used to contribute to the NOCN Progression Qualifications. They may be achieved as additional units to meet local HEI entry requirements.


Level One Units:

Centres may use any of the Level 1 Numeracy Units available in the NOCN Level One Award for Progression:
To achieve the NOCN Level One Award for Progression, learners must achieve 9 unit credits from any of the units listed below.

There is no local OCN Award for the Level One Units.

Table 2: Level One Units
	Unit Title
	Level
	Credits
	QCA Code
	NOCN Code

	Using Calculations: Fractions, Decimals, Percentages 
	One 
	3 
	K/102/9972 
	HD4/1/QQ/013 

	Using Calculations: Whole Numbers 
	One 
	3 
	H/102/9971 
	HD4/1/QQ/014 

	Using Common Measures 
	One 
	3 
	M/102/9973 
	HD4/1/QQ/015 

	Understanding and using Shapes       
	One
	3
	M/102/9956
	HD4/1/QQ/011

	Understanding and Using Numbers
	One
	3
	K/102/9955 
	HD4/1/QQ/010


Full Unit specifications are available from the OCNKM web site or on CDROM from the OCN Office in Canterbury
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