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Access Briefing 5 

June 2007


Standardisation of Achievement on Access Provision 2007-08
Request for Samples of Work from Access Centres

Response Date: Monday 30th June 2008


This communication provides guidance for:
· Access Course External Moderators, 

· Selected Access Course Coordinators, 

· OCNSER Access to HE Quality & Development Committee Members

1. Introduction and Context

External Moderation is the main means by which OCNSER as your Access Validating Agency currently seeks to assure the maintenance of a common understanding of the standards required for the achievement of an Access qualification. The AVA recognises the need to add further methods of assuring a consistency of student achievement across Access centres. This work will provide a foundation for the introduction of a grading system for Access by the year 2009– 10.
The AVA needs to be assured that tutor/assessors, internal and external moderators are all applying a common interpretation of what constitutes Level 2 and Level 3 achievement on Access courses. 

2. Sampling 2007- 08
2.1 Method

The AVA will collect pieces of work from selected centres from the following high volume curriculum areas.
Health Studies  - to include Access to Nursing, Social & Health Care etc
‘Social Studies’ -  which can include politics, sociology, and other social sciences
Please indicate which of the above areas you are providing examples from.provide as, will be provided at Level 3 and Level 2 along with a borderline Level 2/3 piece of work (i.e. 3 pieces of work per assignment type in all).
· 1 example of a course work essay or similar

· 1 example of an exam or timed essay or similar

· 1 example of an extended assignment, research assignment or similar

2.2 How to present the submitted work:

The pieces of work should be:

· Provided in electronic format (scanned copies of paper based assignments can be submitted).

· Preferably without assessor comments and marks on the work, but if cannot be easily removed we will blank them out.

· Each piece of work to have a clear title on it and be accompanied by: any guidance/brief given to the students, plus the centre’s actual marks/Level awarded.

· Access approved unit for which the assignment is used as evidence to be submitted


Please either email the work to:

Sue Martin: s.martin@ocnser.org.uk 
Please return examples of work by Monday 30th June 2008

2.3 Scrutiny and Dissemination
At the External Moderator Forum on 8th July 2008 the pieces of work will be evaluated and blind marked for Level only (i.e. not for detailed academic accuracy). The comments on each piece of work will be written up and posted on the OCNSER, Access web pages, along with the anonymised original piece of work. These will act as benchmarks examples for assessors and tutors in centres to reinforce the maintenance of agreed standards relating to the assessment of levels across the AVA. 

OCNSER Access Standardisation Proforma 2007- 08
	Access Provider/College

	

	Subject Area


	
	Tick  (
	
	Tick  (

	
	Health
	
	Social Studies
	

	Assessment Type:
	   
	Tick    (

	
	Course Work
	

	
	Exam Work
	

	
	Extended Assignment
	

	Unit Title
	

	Unit Level
	

	Unit Credit Value
	

	Unit Code (NOCN or OPUS Code)
	

	If not indicated on the sample, please state if work was a pass and include any other comments that might help.
	


�





or post to:





Sue Martin


Access Development Administrator


OCN South East Region


Keynes College


University of Kent


Canterbury


CT2 7NP
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