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Kent HE Compact
Quality Assurance of the Compact

OCN South East Region (Canterbury Office) will provide the quality assurance framework for the Kent Compact. This will comprise several key activities

1. Externally accrediting (i.e. providing external verification of achievement) the OCN unit in Strand 1 and other OCN units which may be used in Strands 2 & 3.

2. Providing overall verification of achievement of the Compact and the number of Compact Points gained.

3. Providing achievement information to participating HEIs on completion of the Compact by students

Further Detail for Each Activity

1. Externally accrediting (i.e. providing external verification of achievement) the OCN unit in Strand 1 and other OCN units which may be used in Strands 2 & 3.

This is a standard activity undertaken by the OCN in its awarding body role. Centres will need to be aware of and prepared to handle procedures relating to OCN accreditation. 
These will include:

· Gaining OCN Centre Recognition (this may be achieved on a cluster or consortium basis)

· Registering Learners

· Supporting students to put together a portfolio of evidence

· Internally checking the standard of these portfolios (internal verification)

· Liaising with the OCN external verifier
· Returning the final paperwork for the award of credit to the OCN

· Distributing certificates to successful students

The procedures for registering students and administering the accreditation are outlined in the Tutor Handbook.
2. Providing overall verification of achievement of the Compact and the number of Compact Points gained.

2.1 Overview

Students may achieve up to 40 Compact Points by successfully completing the activities identified in each Strand. Students can achieve less than 40 Compact Points by completing only some of the activities.
In order for HEIs and other stakeholders to have confidence in the integrity of student achievement on the Compact, the OCN will act as the point of external verification for all achievement by students on the Compact.

This requires all students who wish to achieve Compact Points being registered with the OCN. A flat fee per student will apply regardless of how many Compact Points are claimed (for current fee level contact Kent Compact Manager/OCN).

The verification process will consist of the following:
2.2 For Strand 1 Preparation for HE 

Each student will have a folder containing evidence which is mapped to the criteria for the Preparation for HE Unit. A student achievement sheet is available to enable students and tutors to record achievement of each section of this strand, see the Kent Compact web site to download this www.ocnkm.ac.uk/Aim%20Higher/Kent%20Compact.html . 

There will be a front coversheet signed by a tutor to verify this achievement. For coversheet click HERE or see below.
Another tutor or staff member will have checked a sample of the student folders to cross mark the original tutor’s verification (internal verification). Some documentary evidence for this process to be retained by the school (sample NOCN forms are available for this purpose – see accreditation guide).
The OCN External Moderator will sample the folders and sign off the Recommendation for the Award of Credit (RAC) form.

The school/college will then send the completed RAC form to the OCN.

The OCN will process the RAC form and send Credit Certificates to the school/college for distribution to students and for putting into the Student Folders as final evidence for completion of Strand 1.

2.3 For Strands 2 Progression Skills & Strand 3 Personal Development
The student folder contains a section for each Strand with a Strand Achievement Cover Sheet. For Strand 2 sheet click HERE and for Strand 3 sheet click HERE or see below. This Strand Achievement  sheet will be completed by the student and tutor to verify achievement. The evidence will be made up of:

· Copy of an externally awarded certificate (or other externally verified documentation) for an approved Kent Compact Activity

· OCN unit and related evidence (using a student achievement record for that unit) with tutor/assessor signature and signature of internal moderator/manager.

· Other clear evidence of completion of an approved Kent Compact Activity

2.4 Overall Completion of the Kent Compact

The Kent Compact Summary Result Form (click to go to form) will be completed by the tutor/assessor, internal moderator/manager and OCN external moderator. It summarises achievement for each Strand and indicates the overall number of Compact Points being claimed.
This Kent Compact Summary Result Form will be used as final proof of achievement.

3. Providing achievement information to participating HEIs on completion of the Compact by students

The OCN will require all schools and colleges to send in copies of the signed Kent Compact Summary Result Forms and a completed spreadsheet summarising the achievement of students. These will be used to compile a definitive list for onward transmission to the HEIs
Indicative Time Line

1. Students registered for Kent Compact with OCN at any point between September and January 31st in the second year of the Compact (if taken over 2 years). OCN sends centres the RACs  for Strand 1 which act as a list of Students registered on the Compact for the Centre

2. Evidence for each Strand will have been accumulated in previous year and during current academic year. Internal assessment and verification of student folders is ongoing.

3. External Verification takes place once internal verification is complete. This should take place in May.

4. Final achievement following award of credit for Strand 1 and verification of achievement for Strands 2 & 3 is approved by the OCN by 1st July.

Kent Compact Summary Result Form                                

Personal Details

	Name of school/college

	

	Student First Name

	

	Student Surname
	

	Home Postcode
	

	UCAS Application Number (if known)

	


Applications to Universities/Colleges

	Universities/Colleges applied to
	Tick if applicable(

	Canterbury Christ Church University
	

	University College for the Creative Arts
	

	University of Greenwich
	

	University of Kent
	

	Open University
	

	Other University/College
	

	Name(s) of other University/College
	


Compact Points Claimed
	Strand
	Evidence/Kent Compact Code
	Compact Points Claimed

	Strand 1 ‘Preparation for Higher Education’
	HE Preparation Unit
	

	Strand 2 ‘Progression Skills’
	
	

	Strand 3 ‘Personal Development’
	
	

	
	Total Compact Points Claimed
	


Confirmation of Achievement

	Role
	Name (print)
	Signature
	Date

	School/College member of staff responsible for Kent Compact (print name below)
	
	
	

	Kent Compact Internal Verifier 

	
	
	

	OCNSER External Verifier


	
	
	


Kent HE Compact 
Strand 1

‘Preparation for Higher Education’ 
Achievement Cover Sheet

	Name of Student


	


	Strand 1
	Evidence/Activity/Code
	Compact Points Claimed

	Preparation for Higher Education


	
	


	Student Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	School/College member of staff responsible for Kent Compact (print name below)
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	


Kent HE Compact 
Strand 2 
‘Progression Skills’ 
Achievement Cover Sheet

	Name of Student


	


	Strand 2
	Evidence/Activity/Code
	Compact Points Claimed

	Progression Skills

	
	


	Student Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	School/College member of staff responsible for Kent Compact (print name below)
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	


Kent HE Compact 
Strand 3 
‘Personal Development 
Achievement Cover Sheet

	Name of Student


	


	Strand 3
	Evidence/Activity/Code
	Compact Points Claimed

	Personal Development


	
	


	Student Name
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	

	School/College member of staff responsible for Kent Compact (print name below)
	Signature
	Date
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